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it is quite possible that he may have already met his future bride in the pleasant gardens of Amboise, as a " douce et naive enfant."
That delightful old chronicler, Jehan le Maire, cannot say enough in praise of the young Duke of Savoy.
" A prince flourishing in his youth, distinguished for his strength and beauty, abounding in possessions, reposing in the peaceful tranquillity of his realm, feared by his enemies, honoured by his friends, loved and served by all his loyal subjects, and to whom for the height of his great felicity, so richly favoured by the gods, for three years there was sent to him as wife and companion a precious celestial flower named Marguerite; the most illustrious lady in the world, be it ever so great in its circumference ; most worthy daughter of the Majesty Caesar Augustine of the most invincible King Maximilian, Moderator of the imperial sceptre of the Romans."
He was a wise ruler, for while there was war on every side of him, he spared his people the horrors of being invaded and overrun by foreign mercenaries, proclaiming the neutrality of Savoy. He was courted alike by France and Austria, and obtained good training for his soldiers by allowing them to serve for pay on either side; a curious plan which appears to have been quite approved of in those days. Philibert received Louis XII with princely hospitality at Turin, while at the same time Maximilian was entirely friendly to the young Duke, and confirmed him in his possession of the lands granted to his ancestors by Charles IV. When the courage and ambition until the end of his days in 1538,ues his con-                                             feff                                              m
